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instrument. Through the sacrificium Jntcllectus, the way
of purely intellectual development was forbidden him ; it
forced him to recognize the irrational dynamis of his soul as
the foundation of his being, The intellectuality of the
Gnosis, its .specifically rational coinage of the dynamic
phenomena of the soul, must necessarily have been odious
to him, for that was just the way he had to forsake, in
order to recognize the principle of feeling,
In Origcn we may recognise the absolute opposite of
Tortullian. Origan was born in Alexandria about 185.
His father was a Christian martyr, lie himself grew up
in that quite unique mental atmosphere wherein the ideas
of East and West mingled, With an intense yearning for
knowledge he eagerly absorbed all that was worth know-
ing, and accepted everything, whether Christian, Jewish,
Grecian, or Egyptian, which at that time the teeming
intellectual world of Alexandria offered him. He dis-
tinguished himself as a teacher in a school of catechists.
The pagan philosopher Porphyrius, a pflpil of Plotinus,
said of him : " His outer life was that of a Christian and
against the Law; but in bis view of things phenomenal
and divine he was a Hellenist, and substituted the con-
ception of the Greeks for the foreign myths,"
Already before AJ>, 2U his self-castration had taken
place; his inner motives for this may indeed be guessed,
but'historically they are not known to us. Personally he
was of great influence, and had a winning speech. He
was constantly surrounded by pupils and a whole host of
stenographers who gathered up the precious words that
fell from the revered master's lips, As an author he was
extraordinarily fertile and he developed an amazing
academic activity* In Antioch he even delivered lectures
oil theology to the Emperor's mother Mammaea, In
C^sarea he was the head of a school His teaching
activities were considerably interrupted by his extensive